Garden Route & Overberg Tour

2017 Dates

27 to 31 March | 20 to 24 May | 27 to 31 May | 21 to 25 July
Your 5-day fabulous Garden Route and Overberg tour is an experience of pristine natural beauty and
scenic wonders along the famous Garden Route, with captivating picturesque viewing of the Southern
Cape Coastline.
The Garden Route lies on a narrow belt between the Outeniqua and Tsitsikamma Mountains and the
Southern Coast of Africa amidst a mild Mediterranean Maritime climate. Along the route, you’ll explore
charming quaint towns, surreal and dramatic landscapes, lush forests and majestic mountain ranges,
pristine golden beaches and shimmering lakes.
Your journey will take you to the southernmost tip of the African continent and the meeting place
where the Indian and Atlantic Oceans converge.
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5 Days, 4 Nights
AU$ 1,680.00

ITINERARY
Day 1: CAPE TOWN to OUDTSHOORN
Accommodation:
Meals:
Activities Included:
Distance Travelled:

De Zeekoe (www.dezeekoe.co.za)
Dinner
Ostrich Farm Visit & Wine Tasting
429km

Departing from the Protea Hotel
Breakwater Lodge at 8am we set
off for some beautiful inland scenery en
route to Oudtshoorn, the ‘ostrich capital’,
meandering along Route 62 (R62), the
longest wine route in the World.
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Along the way we pass Montagu, famous for its incredible rock formations, fruit orchards, vineyards,
herbs and hot mineral springs. Montagu is the gateway to the ‘Klein’ or ‘Little Karoo’.
In the afternoon we’ll stop for lunch and some wine tasting.
On arrival into Oudtshoorn we’ll settle in at De Zeekoe Lodge, before heading out to Highgate Ostrich
farm for the Traditional Ostrich Tour, which includes the opportunity to feed and ride an ostrich. You
may also wish to purchase locally made beautiful ostrich products here.
Tonight, guest will enjoy cuisine that is unique to the Klein Karoo at the De Zeekoe Lodge restaurant
with beautiful views of the Karoo field and mountains from the deck of the restaurant. Dinner is
included but drinks will be for guests own account.
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Day 2: OUDTSHOORN
Accommodation:
Meals:
Activities Included:
Distance Travelled:

De Zeekoe (www.dezeekoe.co.za)
Breakfast & Dinner
Meerkat and Cango Caves
40km

We rise early while it’s still dark, in preparation for our Meerkat tour (weather permitting). You will need
to wear comfortable shoes and warm clothes so please be sure to pack these. Don’t forget your camera;
this is a very rare opportunity to spend time with wild Meerkats in their natural environment.
Following our visit with the Meerkats, we return to the lodge for breakfast, then head off to explore the
Cango Caves.
These Caves are considered one of the top natural wonders of South Africa, consisting of giant
underground caverns and narrow passageways. Those who are not too claustrophobic can take a
walking tour through the well-lit stalagmites and stalactites in the extensive limestone chambers.
We will stop for lunch at Buffelsdrift game reserve. For those of you who want to get up close and
personal with elephants, you can do an optional Elephant feeding. The price is R285pp.
The afternoon is yours to relax back at De Zeekoe and watch the sun go down over the Little Karoo.
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Day 3: OUDTSHOORN to KNYSNA
Accommodation:
Meals:
Activities Included:
Distance Travelled:

Lagoona Inn (www.lagoona.co.za)
Breakfast
Boat trip on the famous John Ben
130km

From Oudsthoorn we drive over the breathtaking Outeniqua Mountains, a lush green carpet of
indigenous Fynbos (Fine Leaf Bush), the smallest of the six plant kingdoms in the world.
After arriving in beautiful Knysna (Jewel of the Garden Route), which is situated on the Knysna estuary
and surrounded by lush ever-green forests, we’ll take a boat trip out to the Knysna Heads in the
afternoon. This is one of the most striking geological features along the entire southern African
coastline.
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Day 4: KNYSNA to ARNISTON
Accommodation:
Meals:
Activities Included:
Distance Travelled:

Arniston Hotel (www.arnistonhotel.com)
Breakfast
Visiting Cape Agulhas Southern most tip of Africa (Walk with Lions, additional cost)
364km

Following breakfast, today we spend around 360km’s travelling from Knysna to Arniston making several
stops along the way before checking into our accommodation.
Our first adventure (for those who wish to indulge in an up close and personal connection with Lions –
additional cost), is at Zorgfontein for a walk with lions, a once in a lifetime chance to connect with
grown lions. There are no leashes or collars, only the watchful eyes of our lion handlers, who have been
instrumental in the lions’ upbringing. Please note that you must be at least 1.5 m tall to participate in
this tour
We drive through Swellendam, an 18th century frontier town to enter the Overberg Region with its
rolling farmlands, wheat and canola fields.
We then head for Cape Agulhas, the southernmost tip of Africa and the official meeting place of the two

oceans (Atlantic and Indian). Here we’ll visit the Cape Agulhas lighthouse, the second oldest working
lighthouse in South Africa, erected in 1848. The lighthouse provides a panoramic view of where the two
oceans meet, ships pass and where Southern Right Whales play in spring and early summer.
Next we head to a sleepy little coastal town of Arniston, named after one of the shipwrecks ‘Arniston’,
that sank in 1815 off the coastline. Today the town is synonymous with rugged cliffs, cobalt skies, and
quaint thatched fishermen’s cottages. There is a picturesque prettiness about the town, rolling sand
dunes and the intense blueness of the sea make it a photographers’ delight.
Here you’ll have leisure time on Arniston Beach or you can explore the magnificent limestone cave
which can be accessed at low tide, or a walk through the village and don’t forget your camera as there
are amazing photo op’s of stark contrasting colours of the environment and buildings

Day 5: ARNISTON to CAPE TOWN
Accommodation:
Meals:
Distance Travelled:

Tour ends on this day therefore no accommodation
Breakfast
280km

Following breakfast, we leave Arniston,
travelling via Hermanus via the scenic
Clarens Drive, considered one of the
top 10 scenic drives in the world. It hugs
the coastline and its magnificent sea
cliffs on the one side and is snug against
the majestic mountain slopes on the
other.
This road travels via the coastal villages of Gordon’s Bay, Rooi Els, Kleinmond and Betty’s Bay before
returning to Cape Town.
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Costs:
• Payment for the tour is required in full, 60 days prior to the start of your tour.
• 50% of full tour price will be refunded for cancellations 45 days or less, prior to tour start date.
• 100% tour price will be returned for cancellations greater than 46 days, prior to tour start date.
• Tour price is per twin share accommodation. If you require a single supplement, please add an
additional US$75 to the tour cost.
• Tour cost is payable in US$ into Arne’s Global Account.
• Rates are a guide and subject to change depending on exchange rates, however we shall
endeavor to notify you in advance if costs fluctuate drastically which might potentially alter the
overcall trip costs.
Cancellation Policy:
• Please always refer back to Arné Muller Photo Safari website http://www.arnemuller.com for up
to date Cancellation Policy.
•

Full travel insurance is recommended for your trip to Africa to ensure you’re covered for lost or
damaged luggage, stolen belongings, medical emergencies and repatriation to your home
country.

